Classical Context Worksheet History 10 - The Oratorio

The Oratorio
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Genesis
What did Haydn hear in London that inspired him to compose The Creation? What did he say
about the composer?

/3
What epic poem did Haydn choose to derive the text for his oratorio from and what is it about?

/5
What characters do the three main soloists play and what is the function of their roles?

/4
Recitative
What is the difference between recitativo secco and recitativo accompagnato?

/3

For more music worksheets visit www.classicalcontext.ca
For private music theory lessons email Andrew James Clark at classicalcontextonline@gmail.com




Classical Context Worksheet History 10 - The Oratorio

The Creation

Why did Haydn choose recitativo secco to set the creation of the earth and heavens during the
first half of Uriel’s recitative?

How does Haydn musically represent the first sun rise in the second half of Uriel’s recitative?
Provide specific musical examples as well as word painting techniques.

Identify three ways the chorus and trio The Heavens are telling... is different from the final
SATB Chorus of Bach’s Cantata No. 80 and one way in which they are the same.
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